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CHlASNOFF, WILLSON & CUNNINGHAM 

<’ BOATMEN’S BANK BUILDING 

ST. LOUIS. MO. 


February 6, 1942. 


Vr. Howard H. Kurth, 
557 rnott Street, 
Schnectady:. New York. 



Ve 

been 
lected Colo 
Rungtown Co 


uary "Numismatist" I read 
concerning Connecticut and 
ish^ype, I have always 
at ysub^ct and have col- 
ImiAatiorNllnglish Coppers, 


on« ratim^^^r^ i 
wonder if you kno>'‘^ouir. /TtSs^s an /78 
bearing George III Rex^iy the OTs^wTse 
on the reverse. The rav;arse is exact 1 
of the reverses on the 1788 Connecticu 
you do not mention it in your article,^ 
are aware of the 1787 Tory Cent with 
Obverse and Inde Et Lib on the reve 
any information on either of these 
to be of the same mule class as the Vermont Britannic 
Cent . 



which I 
ory Cent 

Lib 
ain 

Though 
sure you 
ge III on the 
Do you have 
as both seem 


If you have any extra Imitation English 
Half Pennies or Farthings, I would be pleased to ex- 
change with you for something in which you might be 
interested. 


% 

Sincerely yours. 
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CHASNOFF, WILLSON & CUNNINGHAM 


BOATMEN’S BANK BUILDING 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


February 16, 1942. 


Mr. Howard H. Kurth, 
557 rnott Street, 
Schenectady, New York. 



Dear T- 


10th 
half 
to be' 
cent , 
of the 
and used for 
of a reverse 
or Vermont, 
am enclosing 
raination. 


ttfe V^rmon 
ray 

I am^-^ank >Eo 
a rubbi>w-^o 


for your letter of February 
1787 and 1788 imitation 
the 1787 does not seem 
as is on the Vermont 

pbably several dies 
wus mutilated 
ed me what kind 
Connecticut 
know and 
a that deter- 


I am very sokry that I c 
of the items in your list of duplicates 
have the Plmerican ones in my collect! 



any 
ready 


.on 


There are two sizes ofsj^ie Weil & Levi 
SanFrancisco tokens. They both are scarce. I have them 
in proof condition but there is some corrosion on them.. 

I will sell them for SI. 50 each and will send them to 
you for insnection if you desire. 


Thank you for your interest. 


Very truly yours. 


i 


I 


I 



f\ocrop,i + 


Bt- lib f 


nsa 


) 
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XU- c/^ iXv..^ O^^tt) . p6^^v:^. c4 

C<n^jrt^ iXXJ. tlx. (A-vw-v>J^ O-C^xta^ 

vT^ ^ -*^Ura^ O' yXvU4vL^ xlx JUXCx,^ 

tA ^ ^ ^ Cit^, TX-^AW.^ 

(Xk Aw^ c;, -cLj. -J: ^ ^ ^ 

-i^-eXiiy^ v^jXtL A. C,^^v',^^Jf^^^ (r4v-«.i-i4 (^Oi JJjtA.^ 1 - . 

^/.*A^>rU . c^ ^ tL (?lXXcU. 

/jJxJj. ■ CUX fd^A. 'rW^xiXjL^ n Cr>v^UXJ' "oL/ 

^Xk-cxv •'^ J^xtLiA. C-trvv.'-^-jtCvU V*. ^4ijaX^ aiMxJU^. 
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(/^ t^jL ^ 7 o y . ^TJ-tVi<? »<7 

A4^wXcvv^ fvr^ CC, cxo 1^ C^>^ tin^jLj. L^A;tL 

l/^A^o-ij^T • 3 ^>v^XiL Aw(^^6'u»^ a oU.j^jjiyxj^^ ^ 

</^ -t^L Ajux^ci '^c 


C^jn^XTcJ^ 


— g ^yVv 

'Hia^kX^uc^ 6t^^C\;a^oL»or«^ 'ti (V<>«^t ^<iu, 

o^ ^ Ouk u.'v»\/; 

-rvu..JUvs yr^ j 3 -iticlvM. . 

u.^f«..UM,^ ^ CUa^. , s 



l^u^ijL 

U.'S 

.-L»^,~J^ UhJ;- 






Xjt-^ j2A^.^rJ^t^ </^ 


'^T-Hvo \AyjL 
f~i^rW-f\A^ H- js^i^yCtk 


CHASNOFF, WILLSON & CUNNINGHAM 
BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING 
ST. LOUIS. MO. 


February 24, 1942. 


Mr, Howard H, Kurth, 
557 Nott Street, 
Schenectady, Hew York. 


Dear Mr. 


Rex Irvde 


token^whr 
extreme 
men known 
dicative of the 
culty in cleani 


urj^h: -N. 


f if 

very glad 

t Lib^sya 

l^W^item 

. I ^ 

e^fSSqsihq 

>aL/y^ 

/urch^ed 

rar^ ndai 

tts stajed/ 


aMhougl/pi)e 
[r rarity^ 


two different Weil & Levi 
for SI. 50 each. These are 
thgits^here is only one speci- 
exaggeration, is in- 
ill have no diffi- 


I am'^aJH^b ^clO^n^^^tfire^e IHeit York items 
in which you expressed an J IB and^O, num- 

ber 20 being in brass and^^^^y scarce. Tje r>r>(5e ^ these 
are 35<^, 85^ and ^1.25 

I am also enclosing a v^y/inusual Vermont, 
It shows an imprint of both George III Et Lib. It is 
further proof that the imitation half l^j^y dies were being 
used at the same time as the regular Vermont dies. I will 
sell it to you for SI. 00 if you wish it. 


With my compliments I am sending you a 
George II imitation half penny. 

Some of these items are from my collection 
but I feel that if you wish them you should have them. 

Thank you for your most educational let- 
ters and I will keep on investigating the matter as you 
have. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN:VC 
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I^Ki^Jj^ y AAX\r^ iAritL /^.juJlL !^(\AyAyKT 


CHASNOFF. WILLSON & CUNNINGHAM 
BOATMEN'S BANK BUILDING 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


August 11 1 1942 


Mr. Howard H.Kurth 
557 Xnott Street 
Schenectady, N.Y, 

Dear Mr Kurth, 






the word California on it. I consider it very rare not having seen 
any tokens from that area before the Gold Rush. 



With best wishes. 
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Mr, Howard H, Kurth ^ 

557 Nott Street 
Schenectady, New York 

Dear Mr, Kurtht 

You and I engaged in correspondence In 1942 following your 
article in the February 1942 Numismatist on Vermont and 
Connecticut cents and British imitation half pence. The 
subject of British imitation half pence has always been H 

very close to my heart, and recently I have been correspond- 
ing with Mr, Richardson, I know that you have continued 
your activities in that field with full vigor, 

I would like to work up and publish pictures and information 
concerning all of the known varieties of the imitation British 
half pence made in America or probably made in America, I 
have in my own collection one variety of the 1788, four 
varieties of 1787» two varieties of 1778, a few 1776, a 1781, 
a 1784 , etc, I thought that by assembling the specimens In 
your collection, Yale University’s collection, Damon Douglas* 
collection, and my own, I could obtain an excellent group of 
pictures and start a numbering system on the miscellaneous 
dies. Of course, I fully realize that Mr, Betts in I 886 did 
a wonderful job and that you have been adding to that knowledge. 

What do you think of my idea of working out the die varieties 
of these neglected coins? 


In our correspondence many years ago you sent me a rubbing 
of your specimen qt the coin having the Georgius III Rex 
on the obverse and Inde et Lib on the reverse, which is the 
Miller 1788 D reverse. Your specimen is much better than mine 
and I am wondering whether you might have a duplicate of this 
item, 

I am also looking for a I 788 Connecticut Miller l-I, Mr, 
Richardson advises me that he has one and you have one, and 
I am wondering if you have found a duplicate, I was offered 
one in the past but did not buy it because its reverse was 
not as nice as I wished. 



' .K* 




Page #2 

Mr, Howard H. Kurth 
April 12, 19^8 


I hare over fifty different varieties of imitation British 
half pence before 1775 and perhaps twenty-five farthings, 
and I am' hoping that there will be some die connection which 
will enable me to tie some of these up with coins made in 
America. However, I am not too hopeful, as most of these . 
appear to be of English origin. 

I have a number of miscellaneous duplicates of different 
items in which you may be interested and, no doubt, in work- 
ing up the information wJiich I desire we will have a little 
swapping fun too. 

As soon as I hear from the various parties to whom I am writing 
to ascertain whether or not they will lend me the imitations 
and their mulings for photographing and study I will let you 
hear from me further. 

With renewed greetings after this long interval. 

Sincerely, 


E PNewman/me 


ti 

In 




I 

i 



I 
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May 3, 


1948 


Ur, Howard Kurth 
557 Nott Street 
Schenectady, New York 

Dear Mr, Kurth: 

On April 13, 1948 I wrote you concerning the work 
I am doing on imitation half pence, and I am now in 
a position to aak you whether you will lend me the 
Imitation half pence and their mulinge which you 
have in your collection, for the purpose of photo- 
graphing and study, I believe I will be in a 
position to throw a lot of new light on the matter, 
I know you have a number of very unusual items, 
and I can assure you I will take very good care of 
them. Please include any duplicates as well aa 
collection specimens, 

Damon Douglas'e collection is on its way to me, and 
Yale will also cooperate. 

Incidentally, do you have a duplicate of the 1788 
Connecticut eent Miller 1-17 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPMewman/me 
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Jun« 28 « 1948 


Mr. Howard Kurth 
557 Noti Stroot 
Sehouooiady, Now York 

Dear Mr. Kurth t 

You hare no idoa how much I enjoyod studying your lettor of 
May 31 with tho onelosures therein contained. Your disoorery 
of the interaittent use of the Miller D die with Conneetieut 
cents and with imitation English half pence ohrersos is most 
unusual. 

I am delayed la returning these items because my photographer 
did a job which does not satisfy me and I am going to hawe to 
retake the pictures. I am wondering if you know who can give 
me the best suggestions for taking pictures of copper coins. 

Rather than discussing a number of these matters with you at 
this time I am gathering certain further information and will, 
I beliere, be able to submit notes and photographs to you of 
miscellaneous eoias I haws borrowed in riew of your help. I 
am also trying to get you a 177B British imitation. This 
letter is, therefore, merely to acknowledge receipt of the 
coins and to excuse myself for the delay in studying them, 
but if you need them for ainy reason in the interim do not 
hesitate to ask me and I will send them to you, hoping that 
I may hare them again at a later date for photographing. 

I was very sorry to learn that Mr. John Richardson died. I 
bell ere he has all the Connectiouts you might desire, and then 
some, but I do not know whether his collection will be sold. 

I am interested in the paper money he had. Mr. Norman Bryant 
is probably interested la the Conneetieut cents as a whole. 
Perhaps something will develop which may be mutually bene* 
fioial to all of us. 


Sincerely yours. 


£PNewman/me 
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JttXy 7, 1948 


Hr, Hovard H* Kurtli 
557 Nott Streat 
Soheneotady, Kav York 

Doar Mr, Kurths 

Thank you for your latter of July 5* ^ hare arranged for a 

new photographer and am going to hare the Amarloan Numiamatie 
Society in New York give xae a nucther of auggaetione, I had 
already bean in ooiamunioatioa with them to try to aae where 
ay errora ware made. 

Your aequiaition of the George III Xmaune Columbia I imagine 
I do not need, aa I have the one illuetrated in Wayte Raymond* 
eatalog. If youra is another die, I would be very much In- 
terested, It is ourioua, but the obverse dies with the Ittmune 
Columbia dies apparently were not otherwise used, as no Ver- 
mont a matched the Vermont die, and I have found no imitation 
Britiah half penniea ao far with the George III die. 

You aent me a schedule of the family of ooina, showing the 
mieoellaneous matings of Connecticut reverse D and the dies 
related to it. The dotted lines which you used to designate 
Betts No, 5» No, 13 are coins which I have seen 

and whieh are eorreet. In addition, I have found the George 
III obverse of the die used with the Connecticut reverse muled 
with a second 1778 reverse, 

Aa soon as my photographs are available you will have a lot of 
fun with them, as I will have prints made for you. 

Again many thanks, and I appreciate the fact that I may retain 
the coins for a further period. 


Sincerely yours. 


SPN/me 


July 22, 1948 


Ur. Hovard H» Kurth 
557 Noit Straat 
Sehanaetady, Haw York (8) 

Daar Ur* Kuriht 

I hara finiahad taking pictures of the coins you wars kind 
enough to sand me on Uay 31 , 1948 and I am returning the 
same herewith* 

I am also enclosing a 1778 British imitation half penoe, 
as you do not appear to hare one in your collection and I 
hare a duplicate. Please accept it in partial satisfaction 
for the trouble I hare caused you* 

The most interesting information I hare found so far is that 
the Brittania die used with the Varment obrarsa was used with 
four other obrerses of British imitation half penes before 
being used with the Vermont obrarsa. This die was not filed 
down and merely wore out from use*' In duo Course I will hare 
photographs cf all those specimens* 

Referring to your letter of May 31, 1948, item No, 7» I ean-- 
only say that there are other rery crude examples which were 
made in England, and since this one is not dated I hare no 
eridenoe of American manufacture with respect to it. All 
American imitation obrerses appear to face right* 

As far as Miller 1(1)"»VV is concerned, I beliere there is a 
specimen in the American Numismatic Society collection and 
also in the collection of Norman Bryant of North Haren, Conn* 

I am going to take a little summer raeation shortly, and as 
soon as I get the opportunity to continue ray work I will send 
you pietures of the many interesting situations which I hare 
unoorered. 

Very truly yours. 


EPNewman/me 
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Ur* Howard H* Kurth 
557 Nott Street 
Sohonectady 8 , Now York 


Dear Ur. Kurth t 


I \?lah to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
April 17 to Mr, Newman, At the present tiioe he 
is on his vacation and will return to the office 
on April 26th or 27 th, at which tine your letter 
will be directed to his attention. 

You are quite right in your assumption that Mr, 
Newman spent a great deal of time in preparing 
his olasalfleatlon of the Fugloa, but if it is 
appreciated by the numismatistc I know he will 
fool that it was time well spent. 


Very truly yours. 


Secy, to Ur, Newman 
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March 31, 19^ii 


Mr, Howard Kurth 
Nott Street 

Schenectady 8, New York 
De ar Mr . Kurth : 

Your articles are always refreshing and I know you get 
tremendous pleasure out of the study of the history of 
these items. 

At the present time I am working on a detailed study of 
the Machin's Mill coinage including all of the counter- 
feit halfpence and all of the New York coinage and their 
interlocks. I would like to ask your opinion on a 
couple of items. 

1. Do you believe, or have you any evidence, that any of 
the coppers with improper legends (Ganges III Rate) or 
William Shakespear circulated in America? Granted that 
counterfeit halfpence were brought over in large quantities 
but there is great doubt in my mind as to whether any of 
the improper legend coins circulated here. 

2. The word "Bungtown” is now used in America to apply 
both to the improper legend coins and the counterfeit 
halfpence and therefore causes confusion. I am going to 
state in my article that I believe this is a contraction 
of Birminghamtovn . Have you any better origin of the word 
**Bungtown"? 

3. Do you know anything about the authority for the issuance 
of the 1773 Virginia halfpenny? Was there any franchise 
gran ted? 

Ii , There was a law, in 1672, prohibiting tradesmen's tokens 
from circulating and I am wondering if you find that the 
issue whidi you describe in your article beginning in 1787 
merely ignored this law. 
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Page 2 

Mr. Howard Kurth 


March 31» 


19 


If you ever get near St. Louis please pay me a visit, I 
think we will enjoy numerous mutual interests. 

Incidentally, I have found out why the British Union is on 
the Vermont shield, I have a counterfeit halfpence with the 
identical reverse hub. This will all be included in my Machin’s 
Mill article. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


February 27, 1957 


Mr, Howard Kurth 
557 Nott Street 
Schenectady 8, New York 

Dear Mr, Kurth; 

Although T have not heard frora you in many years 
T want you to know that I have ;just finished an 
article for the A,N,S. Centennial publication on 
the subject of Vermont coinagd, I, naturally, 
dr0¥ from many of your sound obvervations , If 
you would enjoy going over the article before 
it is published I will be glad to send it to you 

I am enclosing a reprint of a recent article I 
xfrote for the Numismatist and hope that you 
en^oy reading it. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EFN/atb 


Howard h. Kurth 

557 NOTT STREET 

SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12308 
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July 15,1965 


Mr. Hovard H.Kurth 
557 Nott Street 
Schenectady, New York 12308 

Dear Mr.Surth: 

It was very pleasant hearing from you, as always, 
and I enjoyed, very much, having the opportunity to examine 
your newly acquired overstrike. 

It seems very clear to me that the Coach token 
is struck over the George III halfpenny although it is 
strange that the bust design was almost undisturbed. This 
may well be a genuine halfpenny, 

I am sure that imitation halfpence were not being 
made in 1795 as they had long since become worthless for 
circulating purposes and the new and larger halfpenny tokens 
were alreadyin circulation in England, as you well know, 

I therefore conclude that this strange type of 
overstrike is the Coach token over the halfpenny which is 
particularly evident in the shield and skirt portion of 
the figure of Britannia, 

The coin is returned herewith. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEVMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN/etb 


REGISTERED MAIL; 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Enc. 




